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Abstract

The present dissertation "Development of Tourism-recreation Models in
Highland Zones of Georgia" - by Nino Shapatava refers to the urgent problems
and challenges facing the development of resort&recreation sphere in Georgia. The
paper aims at creation of foundation for development of industrial models of
tourism and recreation with optimal functioning capabilities based upon the
unique curative-recreational resources of the higher mountain zones of Georgia.
The present approach allows increased attraction of both national and
international holidaymakers, and in line with the sustainable principles of nature
use, contributes to the improvement of social-economic conditions locally and
countrywide creating new employment opportunities, generating revenues in the
local/state budgets, conducting “invisible export” of local products and services,
and etc.

Based on its recreational resource deposits and diversity Georgia can very
shortly become an attractive destination for national and international tourists and
holiday-makers in a global market; Attracting the target audience of the recreants
would significantly contribute to the social and economic advancement of the
country.

The present dissertation consists of 166 pages and in compliance with the
formatting instructions for dissertation submitted to obtain the Doctoral Degree it
includes: a cover page, a signature page, abstracts in Georgian and English, content,
lists of tables and diagrams; the main body of the text includes: introduction,
literature review, findings, conclusions and bibliography. In the introductory part
we explore the topicality of the research and the background of the study, we
identify the subject, the object and the goal of the study, we provide the objectives
fulfilled to achieve the mentioned goal and the theoretical-methodological
grounds of the research. It justifies the novelty of the research, the value of its
theoretical and practical application, the scientific novelty of the work,
approbation and publications.

In the section of literature review we provide well known Georgian and
foreign literature that refer to and overview the problems stated in the
dissertation, the alternative methods and ways of solving them.

The section of findings consists of three chapters:

The first chapter of the presented dissertation - Location of the highland
zones in the system of mountainous regions - we have explored the territorial-
spatial location of Georgian highland zones, the main orographic elements,
landscape zones, minerals, flora and fauna, deposits of underground fresh and
mineral waters and etc. We analyzed the demographic status of the highland
communities, the uneven settlement of the population, problems of migration and
depopulation and etc. Besides, we examined the social and economic status of the



population in the highland zones, analyzed the differences between the rural and
urban settlements per main economic activity.

The second chapter of the present paper - Determination of the elements of
tourism-recreation resources and infrastructure in the highland zones of the
country - we have studied and analyzed the existing potential of tourism-
recreational resources in the highland zones and provide their classification
according to their curing factors; we outline the main types and sub-types of the
resorts and characterize the zones of the resorts and sanitary protection in the
mentioned area, focusing on the adjacent populated areas where the population
traditional exercises the agricultural, economic or other activities. Besides, we have
assessed the extreme climate changes caused by global warming or anthropogenic
influence and risks challenging the highland regions of Georgia. We have
identified the functional elements of the tourism-recreation infrastructure in the
highland zones, provided classification of that infrastructure according to the
financial source or forms of exploitation, determined the role of the elements of
tourism-recreation infrastructure in promotion of the regional tourism branding
and in general, in social and economic development of the given region.

The third chapter - Impact of the industrial models upon development of
the tourism-recreation sphere - we have investigated the complex of measures
with regard to organization, development and management of resorts, we
characterized the complexes of curative-preventive organizations, examined the
features of formation of the contemporary tourism-recreation complexes and the
components thereof, we have elaborated classification of the organization of
resort-recreation complexes, multi-attributable model and classification of the
tourism-recreation product, forms of organizing leisure and free time at the
resorts; we elaborated the economic-mathematical model of attracting recreants
toward the recreational models in terms of the purpose of their trip. The same
chapter addresses the classification of the natural-recreational resources in
accordance to their volume and reserves, depletion, self-renewal and replacement
features and offers the model for sustainable use of exhaustible natural-
recreational resources.

Thus, the findings of our research provide support for the key argument
that development of the contemporary curative-recreation production models in
highland zones of Georgia, based on diversity of the recreational resources and the
requirements/demand of the recreants, will significantly contribute to
improvement of the vulnerable demography of the mountainous regions, and
make tangible impact upon advancement of the social and economic conditions at
both: local and national levels.
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